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Putting Faith to Work  

Read James 2:14-26. The main idea here is when your faith does not issue forth into works, it will shrivel 

up and become useless; but when you put your faith to work and take risks to obey, it has a powerful 

impact on your life and ministry.   

1. Faith without works makes no impact whatsoever, either in your life or the lives of others.  
James 2:14-17 
 

2. Faith without works is no better than the faith of demons. James 2:18-20 
 

3. Faith with works is extremely useful; it produces maturity in our lives, and leads to 
ministry in the lives of others. 2:21-26 
 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. How has this small group experience inspired you to serve in ways you hadn’t thought of before?   

2. As a result of this series, have you engaged in service opportunities that have encouraged you?  

3. Discuss the possibility of having a potluck meal next week with your group and decide whether or 

not you would like to continue on as a small group. If the answer is yes, discuss future service 

interests.  

4. Where will you personally go from here? To what spiritual commitment is God calling you?  

5. To further develop your own personal ministry, use the attached life map assessment to document 

your growth and better understand the experiences that have shaped you.  

 

Announcements 

DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs 

The Externally Focused Church – companion book to the series 

 



God of this City: Week Six 

 

 

Life Map – A Tool to Understand  
Each Other’s Stories 

 
We all have a story and a past that has contributed to who we are today. As Psalm 139:15-16 points out, 

every day and event of our life is under the divine authorship of God. The Life Map tool is a great way to 

better understand where one another has come from. 

We grow in community as we shared our story and hear others. We can grow in appreciating and 

respecting those we share life with as we hear the richness of their stories. Sharing our own story and 

hearing others also cultivates a deeper trust in our heavenly Father – both his sovereign hand and his 

power to work in us as we yield to Him, no matter the circumstances of each season of life. 

Rather than covering every detail of one’s life, a Life Map helps capture key relationships and 

experiences that have shaped us, both good and bad. 

 

Preparing a Life Map: 

Take some time alone to prepare their Life Map, using the attached tool. 

1. Divide your life several meaningful segments – such as stages of life, places, jobs, or a combination. 

 

2. For each segment, think through and write down some 1) significant people and 2) significant 

circumstances or experiences. 

 

3. Use a highlighter to identify the ones you think are most significant (i.e., have impacted you life the 

most, either in a positive or hard way.) 

 

4. If you want to be creative, give each segment a title. 

 

5. Use the summary sheet to think through some key themes in your life. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊŀǇ 

up everything with a bow or feel like you have to have everything figured out. It’s okay to still have 

unraveled ends and unconnected dots in our lives. 
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Life Map Summary Sheet 

1. What have been some key ways your view of God has changed through time? 

 

2. What from your heritage/family has particularly shaped you? (Both positive and negative.) 

 

3. What strengths and gifts and passions do you see consistently exercised in your life? 

 

4. Where do you seem to be most susceptible to temptation, Satan’s attacks, living in the flesh? 

 

 …. of these, where have you seen victory? 

 

 …what do you still need to see life transformation and healing in? 

 

 

Each season of life is an opportunity for grace, and calls us to express our faith and trust in God and love for 

people in unique ways. 

 

 

 - What title would you give the current season of your life? 

 

 

 - Where do you need to trust God the most / or take action to obey Him during this season on life? 

 


