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God of this City: Week Four 

 

 

Loving People on the Margins 
Isaiah 61:1-2a, Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Introduction: Jesus came to love people on the margins of life and so should we, but it is critical that we see them 

so that we can serve them.  
 

1. FIRST PROPHECY: O.T. ς Isaiah predicts that Jesus will love people on the margins of 
life. Isaiah 61:1-2a 
 

A. ¢ƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ смΥ1-2a, 2c 
1. The afflicted  
2. The broken hearted 
3. The prisoners 
4. Those who mourn.  

 

B. WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ смΥмŀΣ нŎ 
1. The good news is the gospel.  
2. ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ȅŜŀǊέ ƻŦ the Lord.  

 

C. ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǳƴŜ DƻŘΦ смΥм 
1. DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳΦ  
2. DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ I AM.  

 

D. During his ministry Jesus loved those who rejected by everyone else.  
 

2. SECOND PROPHECY: N.T. ς Jesus takes it for granted that Christ-followers will love 
people on the margins of life. Matthew 25:34-46 
 

A. The context ς Jesus tells a parable about the sheep and the goats. 25:31-32 
1. When Jesus returns to set up his kingdom, he sets up his final judgment.  
2. All the nations are gathered before Jesus.  
3. WŜǎǳǎΩ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΣ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ  

 

B. The sheep ς This group showed the authenticity of faith. 25:35-40 
1. Any time you serve someone in need it is a faith venture.  
2. As people in the parable are serving the needy they are, in reality, serving Jesus.  
3. !ǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ  
4. Serving that glorifies God is serving done with a humble attitude.  

 

C. The goats ς This group showed their lack of faith by not serving. 25:41-46 
1. Jesus sets up the exact same scenario.  
2. Implication: They were wrapped up in their own concerns, not seeing the pain of others.  
3. ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ά[ƻǊŘΣέ ōǳǘ ŀǊƎǳŜΦ нрΥпп 

 

D. The objective ς ²ƘŜƴ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŦƻǊǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊŀŎŜ, so that they 
might move closer to his saving grace.  

 

3. APPLICATION ς Some practical ideas for loving people on the margins.  
 

A. To love people on the margins, we must understand their world.  
 

B. To love people on the margins, we need to balance generosity with accountability.  
 

C. Reminder: To consistently love those on the margins we need to remember the example of Jesus.  
1. Jesus had great status, power and fame.  
2. Jesus chose not to use that during his ministry, embracing the attitude of a servant.  
3. Therefore, people on the margins found him approachable.  
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Loving People on the Margins  

Discussion Questions 
 

 

1. As you think about the unique makeup of our community, who do you think are the people on 

the margins and how do you think Jesus would want us to serve them? 

2. Is there a group of people in our city that is easy for you to love?  Is there a group that is hard to 

love?  How does that affect your acts of service?  

3. Have you ever felt rejection and/or prejudice from others in our community? How did that make 

you feel? 

4.  Can you easily identify those in need in our city, or does it take effort to see them?   

5. When you serve others, do you focus on meeting their need? Getting something in return? 

Honoring Christ?  What does God desire our driving force be? 

6. People in the margins are described as the afflicted, the broken hearted, the prisoners, and those 

who mourn. Can you identify with any of these groups?   

7. In what way did Jesus identify with each of these groups? 

8. Individually decide which of the four groups of people on the margins of life that you would most 

like to serve. List three ideas to meet their needs.  Share your ideas with the group.  
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Announcements 

Walk This Way Community Event ς September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park 

Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ς September 20, 2008  

DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs 

The Externally Focused Church ς companion book to the series 

Memory Verse 
Psalm 146:9 άThe Lord protects the strangers; He supports ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘƻǿΧέ  

Champion of the Weak: Amos 
A ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ 

glossed over for a long time. God has a special concern for those on the margins of society: the poor, the 

hungry, the powerless, the widows, the orphans, the oppressed. If you want to discover this for yourself, 

ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ [ǳƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘ ŀǘǘǳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ faltering 

step toward self-improvement. Yet they are precisely the ones who need leadership, special attention, 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 

health is the way it treats those who are in dire circumstances. We often come up short on fulfilling the 

ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎΦ !Ƴƻǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭƻǳǎ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ƻŦ 

that mandate could lead to a date with The Man. 

Amos saw the injustice perpetuated by King Jeroboam, his high priest Amaziah and the beautiful people 

ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƭƭȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎŜƴǘƭŜΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ Φ Φ Φ ǘǊŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘŜŘέ ό!Ƴƻǎ нΥтύΦ Ie called a spade a spade. 

άIŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏƻǿǎ ƻŦ .ŀǎƘŀƴΣΧǿƘƻ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŎǊǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΧ²ƻŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

ƭƛŜ ǳǇƻƴ ōŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƛǾƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳŎƘŜǎέ ό!Ƴƻǎ пΥмΤ сΥпύΦ aȅ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǾƛƴŜ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ άL ƘŀǘŜΣ L ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘŀƪŜ 

ƴƻ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΧ.ǳǘ ƭŜǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ Ǌƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ 

ŜǾŜǊ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳέ ό!Ƴƻǎ рΥнмΣ нпύΦ 

Amos failed. The power structure of Israel rŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ 

about the have-ƴƻǘǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ we can do.1 

                                                           
1Griffin, Emory A. ; Griffin, Em: Getting Together : A Guide for Good Groups. Downers Grove, Ill. : InterVarsity 

Press, 1997, c1982 
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Turn the Church Inside Out 
Matthew 25:34ς40 

Background  

Leesburg, Florida, is miles from the interstate highway and the Florida Turnpike. Still, needy people by the hundreds find 

Leesburg every year. They come to First Baptist Church. A local TV station once called us ñthe church that cares.ò What 

started as an outreach to homeless and transient men in a time of high unemployment has grown into 70 ministries to all 

kinds of people. In the process, we learned to minister to the needs of others so we could lead them to faith in Jesus 

Christ. We call it ñministry evangelism.ò  

 First Baptist was as sleepy as Leesburg when I came. The 100-year-old congregation was white, middle- and 

upper-class, with attitudes typical of its time. The church averaged 300 and baptized fewer than 20 people per year, 

mostly the children of members. The church was focused inward.  

 Through ministry evangelism, we began to look beyond our own needs. We confronted prejudices with biblical 

truth. Over time, we have come to see people as Christ sees them, as recipients of his love and needing his salvation.  

 

Insight from Hindsight  

I wish I could say I had a system to make people want to serve. I can only tell you what we do regularly:  

§ We call the congregation back to evangelism every week. The tendency of Christians is to drift from evangelism, not 

toward it. We emphasize that our ministry is for the purpose of sharing the gospel.  

§ We encourage people to serve. We donôt push them, but we help them see what they can be. I often ask, ñWhat are 

you doing today thatôs going to matter a million years from now?ò  

§ Every person who joins the church takes the new membersô class. As part of determining their gifts, people are 

encouraged to choose a place to serve.  

§ We hold up needs before the congregation. If God gives someone a vision for a ministry, we often see that confirmed 

as a few give to the project and a team coalesces.  

§ We celebrate accomplishments. We regularly have testimonies from those who have been helped.  

 

How to Start  

¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪΣ άIƻǿ Řƻ L ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚέ L ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΥ  

§ Start with what you have. Our renaissance began with a ramshackle house and the willingness of the congregation to 

let a few people do the work. But it was a start. And their success and joy became contagious.  

§ Start where your people are. Find the need that most touches their hearts, and they will give themselves to it. Even 

people who are not directly affected by a problem may feel deeply about it.  

§ Start with something familiar. A pastor told me his church wouldn't try anything too radical. I understand that. I 

recommend as a first step that the church do an old thing very well.  

§ Start with your available work force. In our church, retired people lead the way in ministry. I have found that older 

people are quite willing to serve if they can see how others benefit.  

§ Start networking with other churches. Many churches in Leesburg support our work spiritually, financially, and with 

workers.  

τCHARLES ROESEL  

Discuss 

1. Who are the ñleast of theseò in our community (Mt. 25:34ï40)?  

2. What local need most touches the heart of our people? 

3. In five years, how do we want to be doing ministry among needy people?    
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