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God of this City: Week Three

Known for our Good Works

Introduction: The early church was known primarily for its radical acts of service in a culture where service was
very rare. The source of this service was a whole new identity. Jesus has personally designed us to be instruments
of his good works that he is doing in this world. This morning | want to give you a basic theology of good works.
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A In salvation ¢ Good works no role whatsoever in obtaining eternal life. 2:8-9
1. The role of good works makes Christianity different from all the other religions.
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3. Salvation is received by faith.
B. After salvation ¢ Good works should describe pattern of our life in Christ. 2:10
1. We are uniquely designed for good works. We are created in Christ Jesus. 2:10a (1)
2. We are uniquely empowered for good works. We are his workmanship. 2:10a (2)
3. God has a whole series of good works that he has prepared for us to do. 2:10b
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C. In practice ¢ Walking in good works presupposes two things.
1. Doing good works is part of my identity in Christ. Titus 2:14
2. Doing good works requires that | listen to the direction of God. Scripture
D. In history ¢ How did the early church think about good works? ¢ 2 & (G 2 NA S& X
1. The story of Dorcas. Acts 9:36-42
2. The story of Christians ministering to the sick during the plagues.
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2. SECOND QUESTION ¢ What is the point of doing good works?

A The wrong approachi i Good wor ks just for the sake of good wo
1. Early twentieth century liberal theology put the wrong spin on good works.
2. Early twentieth century fundamentalists then r
B. Onerightapproachi We do good works as an expression of God:¢
1. God provides the world with common grace as long as we are alive.
2. We can be instruments of common grace whether people respond or not.
C. Another right approach i Good works increase our opportunities to share the gospel.
1. Jesus modeled that service is the context for sharing our faith.
2. Example: Man born blind. John 9:1-41

3. THIRD QUESTION ¢ How do | begin? What tools has God given us so that we can do
good works?

A Heds given us financi al resources. 1 Timothy 6:18
B. Hedés given us spiritual gi fts. 1 Peter 4:10

C. He 6 s ugtheeneoaragement of fellow Christians. Hebrews 10:24

D. Hedés given us his word. 2 Timothy 3:16

E. Heds given us people who can -Bquip us and discipl
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Known for our Good Works

Discussion Questions

1. What has been your view regardinggo2 R 6 2 NJ & K ' FGSNJI KSIFNAYy3I D2R!
your view changed? And how can we think about doing good works within the context of our
community?
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3. Would you say you spend more time and energy focused on doing good, or focused on being
good?

4. In what ways have you witnessed good works being acted out in our own community?

5. The early church was passionate about radical acts of service. In our city, does service seem to be
radical? Routine? Mundane? Nonexistent? Explain your viewpoint.

6. What are the two right approaches to good works that should drive us into service?
7. What resources has God given you that you can use to serve others?

8. Make a prayer list of areas in our community where you would like to serve and pray that God
would provide you a vision and an open door for good works.
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Announcements

Walk This Way Community Event ¢ September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park
Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ¢ September 20, 2008
DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs

The Externally Focused Church ¢ companion book to the series

Memory Verse
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The Spiritual Sluggard

Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works; not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together. Hebrews 10:24-25.

We are all capable of being spiritual sluggards; we do not want to mix with the rough and tumble of life
as it is, our one object is to secure retirement. The note struck in Hebrews 10 is that of provoking one
another and of keeping togethert both of which require initiative, the initiative of Christ-realization, not
of self-realization. To live a remote, retired, secluded life is the opposite of spirituality as Jesus Christ
taught it.

The test of our spirituality comes when we come up against injustice and meanness and ingratitude and
turmoil, all of which have the tendency to make us spiritual sluggards. We want to use prayer and Bible
reading for the purpose of retirement. We utilize God for the sake of getting peace and joy, that is, we
do not want to realize Jesus Christ, but only our enjoyment of Him. This is the first step in the wrong
direction. All these things are effects and we try to make them causes.

Active work and spiritual activity are not the same thing. Active work may be the counterfeit of spiritual
activity. The danger of spiritual sluggishness is that we do not wish to be stirred up, all we want to hear

n

about is spiritual retirement. Jesus Christ never encourages the idea of retirementt a D2 (G Sf ae
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'Chambers, Oswald: My Utmost for His Highest : Selections for the Year. Grand Rapids, Ml : Discovery House
Publishers, 1993, c1935, S. July 10
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Worksheet for Discovering Spiritual Gifts

Read Romans 12:6¢8. Then respond to the questions below.

Things | like to do for others:

vk wnN e

Things | do which God seems to bless:
1.
2.
3.

People | would like to be like:
1. 3.
2. 4,

What abilities (gifts) do these people have which | admire?
1. 3.
2. 4.

What do other people affirm about apparent gifts God has given me? (Ideally, your small group will take
time to share with each member the gifts they have observed and tell what they have appreciated about
their use in the small group. If it is not possible to do this in a group, an individual can try to recall what
others have appreciated.)

1.

vk wnN

Plan to practice (for their improvement) the gifts you seem to have.
What? When? Where?
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Permission is granted to photocopy this worksheet for small group use. Taken from Small Group Idea Book, Cindy
Bunch, ed. Copyright 1996 by InterVarsity Press.



