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God Uses the People You’d Least Expect 
Judges 4:1τ5:31 

Introduction: God uses 3 kinds of humble people who are available to serve Him, & trust Him against great odds. 
 

1. EHUD ς God uses people with significant personal handicaps. Jud. 3:15-30 
 

A. Ehud is the second judge of Israel. 3:15a, c 
1. Israel had been serving Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. 3:14 
2. Israel had been using Ehud to deliver the tribute money. 3:15 

 

B. 9ƘǳŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ-handedness. 3:15b 
1. 9ƘǳŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ ƻŦ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  
2. But many of the Benjamites were left-handed.  
3. LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜŦǘ-handed through amputation of their right. Judges 20:16 
4. ¢ƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  

 

C. Ehud uses his handicap to his advantage. 3:16 
1. He takes mental dimensions of King Eglon and fashions a knife.  
2. After delivering the tribute, he tricks Eglon into thinking he has a message from the gods.  
3. He stabs Eglon in such a way that waste is eliminated, giving him an alibi for escape.  

 

D. IŀƴŘƛŎŀǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ   
 

2. SHAMGAR ς God uses people without the necessary tools. Judges 3:31  
 

A. Shamgar came from a questionable background. 3:31 
1. Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ !ƴŀǘƘΦ ό!ƴŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ /ŀƴŀŀƴƛǘŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊ ƎƻŘŘŜǎǎΦύ   
2. Shamgar came to faith in God and sought to be used by him.  

 

B. Shamgar faced a formidable enemy. 3:31 
1. The Philistines were a group of sea people who came from the Island of Crete.  
2. They were totally opposed to the program of God.  

 

C. Shamgar used a completely unwieldy tool. 3:31 
1. An oxgoad is a ten foot long pole, pointed at one end and flat on the other.  
2. With it, he killed 600 Philistines.  

 

D. [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ  
 

3. DEBORAH/JAEL ς DƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ Jud. 4:1-5:31 
 

A. The grim situation.  
1. Israel has been brutally controlled by Jabin King of Hazor for twenty years. 4:1-3 
2. DeōƻǊŀƘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ .ŀǊŀƪ όLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭύ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ {ƛǎŜǊŀ όWŀōƛƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭύΦ пΥп-7 
3. Barak lacks the courage to go it alone. 4:8 

 

B. The surprising response.  
1. The role of women in the ancient world was no surprise. 5:30  
2. 5ŜōƻǊŀƘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ пΥп 
3. 5ŜōƻǊŀƘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ пΥф-10 

 

C. The amazing victory.  
1. Barak and Sisera face off near the Jezreel Valley. 4:12-16; 5:19-22 
2. DƻŘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘǎ {ƛǎŜǊŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƭŀǎƘ ŦƭƻƻŘΦ {ƛǎŜǊŀ ŦƭŜŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƻǘΣ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘΦ рΥн0-21 
3. While Sisera sleeps, he killed by a Jael a humble woman. 4:17-22; 5:24-27 

 

D. [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ  
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God Uses the People You’d Least Expect  

Discussion Questions 
 

 

1. Is there an area of your life, or perhaps a characteristic, that you feel has held you back or 

prevented you from making a difference in the lives of others?   

 

2. Has there been a time in your life, in your job or school or perhaps a relationship, when you had 

to do something you felt you really were not equipped to do? 

  

3. Can you think of someone who has overcome a significant handicap or setback? 

  

4. Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 

qualifications, training or tools?  

 

5. When you think of our community, do you think there are adequate resources available to make 

an impact for Christ?  

 

6. What gifts, talents, resources or abilities do you possess that could be used to make an impact in 

our community?  

 

7. Can lack of worldly respect be an obstacle to making an impact for Christ?  

 

8. Make a list of your skills and talents and interests.  Now identify areas of our city where those 

gifts are needed.  
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Announcements 

Walk This Way Community Event ς September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park 

Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ς September 20, 2008  

DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs 

The Externally Focused Church ς companion book to the series 

Memory Verse 
tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥмо άCƻǊ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ 

Our True Confidence in Prayer 
Read 2 Corinthians 3:4-6.  ά²Ƙƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΚέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀǘ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘΦ tŀǳƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ 

ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻōƻŘȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴot a bad question. Who do any of us think we are who claim to have a message 

ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛǾŜǎΚέ ά²Ƙƻ Řƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳΚέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪΦ 

Do we really believe we have any authority or power to speak so confidently about God? 

tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

DƻŘέόоΥпύΦ !ǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ 

anyone has comes from God alone (see verse 5). In his first letter, Paul put the question of competence back in 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǇ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎΥ άCƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΚ 

And if you did receive it, why do you boast ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΚέ όL /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ пΥтύΦ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ 

from God; every ability, every gift. We came into the world naked; we will leave the world naked. The Lord gave, 

and we will have to give it back, all of it; may the name of the Lord be praised (see Job 1:21). Yes, praise the name 

of the Lord, not some apostle, evangelist or religious authority. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ hǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

given at birth or through education aƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƴƻ ǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ 

pray ς because life comes, not from us, but from the Spirit (see 2 Corinthians 3:6). Spiritual realities being what 

they are, we have no cause for confidence in ourselves on one hand and no cause for fear on the other. But we 

have every cause to pray because our confidence and competence come from God alone.1 

Pray: 
άAlmighty God, yours alone is the kingdom and the power and the glory.  

My confidence and competence are in you alone.  

May it always be, so that you, not I, should receive all the glory  

for the great things you have done through me. 

                                                           
1
 NIV Prayer Devotional Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004, p. 1418. 
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8 Reasons People Don’t Share Their Faith 
And how to overcome them. Luke 8:16-18 

 
 

ðMARK MITTELBERG 

 

 

 

Discuss 
1. Describe a non-Christian person you know and what you have in common. 

2. If we act like Christ in what we do, people may eventually ask what makes us tick. Name some things you'd like to 

tell them about your faith. 
 

 

From BUILDING CHURCH LEADERS, published by LEADERSHIP Resources © 2000 Christianity Today Intl 

  ôVE HEARD 

THIS 
IôVE 

BELIEVED 

THIS 

Reason 1.  ñI donôt have any non-Christian friends.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Jesus was a friend of sinners. We need to take risks to follow his example.   

    

Reason 2.  ñI donôt have the gift of evangelism. Itôs not my thing.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Jesus gave the Great Commission to the entire church. We all have a vital part 

to play by using approaches that fit our unique personalities. 

  

    

Reason 3.  ñI donôt have time right now.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Mix outreach with things you're already doing by inviting unchurched friends 

to join you. Think of the difference one lunch made in the life of Zacchaeus. 

  

    

Reason 4.  ñIôm afraid of what friends will think of me.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Thatôs a good sign. It shows you want to approach people in ways that wonôt 
offend them. Interact with them, and they'll be open to the time when you tell 

them about Christ. 

  

    

Reason 5.  ñIôll just live out my faith in front of my friends; theyôll figure it out.ò Ç Ç 

Response: That sounds appealing, but itôs neither biblical nor effective. Paraphrasing 
Romans 20:14, theyôre not going to see it unless we also say it. 

  

    

Reason 6.  ñI donôt know how to bring up the topic.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Pray for wisdom and courage to seize opportunities that come up to steer 

ordinary topics into spiritual conversations. 

  

    

Reason 7.  ñI donôt know enough.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Say what you do know. You can always delay answering a tough question 

until you've had time to look into it. 

  

    

Reason 8.  ñIn our churchôs tradition, we donôt talk about personal faith.ò Ç Ç 

Response: Your friends need to understand the gospel message because itôs ñthe power 

of God for salvation.ò Stretch yourself to communicate it in ways that fit you 

and them. Take small steps, and sharing your faith will become more natural. 

  


