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God of this City: Week Two

God Uses the People You'd Least Expect

Judges 4:11 5:31
Introduction: God uses 3 kinds of humble people who are available to serve Him, & trust Him against great odds.

1.  EHUD ¢ God uses people with significant personal handicaps. Jud. 3:15-30

A. Ehud is the second judge of Israel. 3:15a, ¢
1. Israel had been serving Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. 3:14
2. Israel had been using Ehud to deliver the tribute money. 3:15
B. 9 KdzZRQ& KI y RHardédheks. B:85b KA & f ST
1. 9KdzR 02YSa FTNRY (GKS GNRO6S 2F . SyelYAYy 6KAOK YS
2. But many of the Benjamites were left-handed.
3. LiQa L2&aaArof S -hakdedithroligh Srdutabios & their Sghtf J@igedi20:16
4. ¢tKSe& fSINYySR (G2 dzasS GKSANI KIYyRAOILI ¥F2NJ D2RQ& =
C. Ehud uses his handicap to his advantage. 3:16
1. He takes mental dimensions of King Eglon and fashions a knife.
2. After delivering the tribute, he tricks Eglon into thinking he has a message from the gods.
3. He stabs Eglon in such a way that waste is eliminated, giving him an alibi for escape.
D. I FYRAOILIA R2y Qi RA&ldzr t AFE& dz& FNRBY YF1Ay3 |y AYLI
2. SHAMGAR ¢ God uses people without the necessary tools. judges 3:31
A Shamgar came from a questionable background. 3:31
1. Il A4 CIFHGKSNR&a yrFrYS A& 'yIGK® o0!'yFrGK A& F [/ Fylly
2. Shamgar came to faith in God and sought to be used by him.
B. Shamgar faced a formidable enemy. 3:31
1. The Philistines were a group of sea people who came from the Island of Crete.
2. They were totally opposed to the program of God.
C. Shamgar used a completely unwieldy tool. 3:31
1. An oxgoad is a ten foot long pole, pointed at one end and flat on the other.
2. With it, he killed 600 Philistines.
D. [FO1 2F NBaz2dzNOSa R2y Qi RAA&ldzZ t AF& dz& FTNBY YI{Ay3
3. DEBORAH/JIAELCD2 R dzaSa (K24aS 6K2 sfahi&s] GKS
A. The grim situation.
1. Israel has been brutally controlled by Jabin King of Hazor for twenty years. 4:1-3
2. Ded 2N} K O2YYFIYyRa . IN}¥]1 o6LaANIStQa FSYySNIfo (2 T2
3. Barak lacks the courage to go it alone. 4:8
B. The surprising response.
1. The role of women in the ancient world was no surprise. 5:30
2. 5S02NI KQa 8dZREISaK7\LJ 7\ - 0A3 adz2NLINR&ASP nYn
3. 5S02NI KQa adla4SYSyd Fo2dzi I ¢g2Ylyo 3SGaGAy3a GKS
C. The amazing victory.
1. Barak and Sisera face off near the Jezreel Valley. 4:12-16; 5:19-22
2. D2R RSF¥SIdia {AaSNIQa F2NOSa Ay lLoAflIaK FTfi22R®
3. While Sisera sleeps, he killed by a Jael a humble woman. 4:17-22; 5:24-27

D. [F O] 2F GKS 62NI RQa NBALISOG R28ayQi RAaldd tATe dz&
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God Uses the People You’d Least Expect

Discussion Questions

1. Isthere an area of your life, or perhaps a characteristic, that you feel has held you back or
prevented you from making a difference in the lives of others?

2. Has there been a time in your life, in your job or school or perhaps a relationship, when you had
to do something you felt you really were not equipped to do?

3. Can you think of someone who has overcome a significant handicap or setback?

4. LA GKSNX a2YSOKAy3 &2dz RNBFY 2F R2Ay3 Ay 2dzN
qualifications, training or tools?

5. When you think of our community, do you think there are adequate resources available to make
an impact for Christ?

6. What gifts, talents, resources or abilities do you possess that could be used to make an impact in
our community?

7. Can lack of worldly respect be an obstacle to making an impact for Christ?

8. Make a list of your skills and talents and interests. Now identify areas of our city where those
gifts are needed.
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Announcements

Walk This Way Community Event ¢ September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park
Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ¢ September 20, 2008
DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs

The Externally Focused Church ¢ companion book to the series

Memory Verse
t KAfALLWKRNALNOMY &®2 SOSNROIKAY3I GKNRdAAK / KNRAGES

Our True Confidence in Prayer

Read 2 Corinthians3:4-6. 62 K2 R2 @&2dz GKAY]| @&2dz I NBKé¢ ¢KIFG 6l & GKS
g2NRa 2F tldzZ Qa ONARGAOA O /2NAYGKD t | dAf KIFa aLkRiSy
ASSYSR f A1 S \tbad duestibn. Whido anly 6f @ &hinky/ve are who claim to have a message

FNRY D2R GKIFIG gAftf OKFy3aIS KdzYly fA@0SaKé a2K2 R2 L 0
Do we really believe we have any authority or power to speak so confidently about God?

t I dzA o+ a OSNEB Of SFNJFo62dzi GKA& A&aadzSe® 1S KIR y2 02y
D2Ré6oYnu®d 1'a FT2N) O2YLISGSYyOSs G(GKS jdzSadAzy 2F 6KSUGK
anyone has comes from God alone (see verse 5). In his first letter, Paul put the question of competence back in

GKS f1L) 2F KAad ONRGAOAY dGaC2NJ gK2 YI1Sa @2dz RAFFSNBY
And if you did receive it, why doyou boastF & (K2 dzZaK &2dz RAR y2iKé oL [/ 2NAYlK
from God; every ability, every gift. We came into the world naked; we will leave the world naked. The Lord gave,

and we will have to give it back, all of it; may the name of the Lord be praised (see Job 1:21). Yes, praise the name

of the Lord, not some apostle, evangelist or religious authority.

CKFiQa 6Keé 6S LINIF@d hdzNJ O2yFARSYOS IyR 02YLISGSyOS
given at birth or through educationay R f ATS SELISNASYyOS IINB 2F y2 dzaS ¢
pray ¢ because life comes, not from us, but from the Spirit (see 2 Corinthians 3:6). Spiritual realities being what

they are, we have no cause for confidence in ourselves on one hand and no cause for fear on the other. But we

have every cause to pray because our confidence and competence come from God alone.*

Pray:
GAImighty God, yours alone is the kingdom and the power and the glory.
My confidence and competence are in you alone.
May it always be, so that you, not |, should receive all the glory
for the great things you have done through me.

NIV Prayer Devotional Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004, p. 1418.
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8 Reasons People Don’t Share Their Faith

And how to overcome them. Luke 8:16-18

d MARK MITTELBERG

Reason 1.
Response:

Reason 2.
Response:

Reason 3.
Response:

Reason 4.
Response:

Reason 5.
Response:

Reason 6.
Response:

Reason 7.
Response:

Reason 8.
Response:

Discuss

&E HEARD 1vé
THIS BELIEVED
THIS

il daveadymon-Chr i sti an friends. o C C
Jesus was a friend of sinners. We need to take risks to follow his example.
fi | dondét have the gift of evange C C
Jesus gave the Great Commission to the entire church. We all have a vital part
to play by using approaches that fit our unique personalities.
il donét have time right now. 0 C C
Mix outreach with things you're already doing by inviting unchurched friends
to join you. Think of the difference one lunch made in the life of Zacchaeus.
il ém afraid of what friends wil!/ C C
That s a good sign. I't shows vyou
offend them. Interact with them, and they'll be open to the time when you tell
them about Christ.
Al édll just |ive out my faith in C C
That sounds appealing, but itds
Romans 20: 14, tdeeunlésswealsnsaytit goi ng
Al dondt know how to bring up th C C
Pray for wisdom and courage to seize opportunities that come up to steer
ordinary topics into spiritual conversations.
Al donénokaglowo C C
Say what you do know. You can always delay answering a tough question
until you've had time to look into it.
filn our churchés tradition, we d C C

Your friendsneedtound er st and the gospel me s
of God for salvation. o0 Stretch vy
and them. Take small steps, and sharing your faith will become more natural.

1. Describe a non-Christian person you know and what you have in common.
2. Ifwe act like Christ in what we do, people may eventually ask what makes us tick. Name some things you'd like to
tell them about your faith.
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