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God of this City: Week One 

 

 

Prayer and the City 
1 Timothy 2:1-9; Matthew 9:34-38 and others 

Main Idea: Throughout the Bible, God reveals special concern for cities. And his plan for reaching them relies 

on prayer for two groups: leaders and servers.   

1. The plan ς God has a special plan to reach cities; he leads people to 
cities in unusual ways. 

 
A. Introduction: Cities in the ancient world were different but similar to cities today.  

 
 

B. God loves the city, because he sees the needs of people within it. Jonah 4:11; Luke 19:41-42 
 
 

C. God reaches cities by placing his exiles there. Jeremiah 29:4-7 
 
 

D. God reaches cities as his exiles identify with the culture. Acts 19:1-41 
 
 

E. God is doing hidden things in cities, and we have to embrace this by faith. Acts 16:9-10; 13  
 
 

2. The place to begin ς DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
the leaders of the cities. 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

 
A. The context: Timothy is living in Ephesus.  

1. What Ephesus was like.  
2. The particular challenges Timothy faced. Rev. 2:1-6 

 
B. The command: Pray for the leadership of the region in which you live.  

1. We pray with unity. 2:8 
2. We pray for the different strata of leaders. 2:1-2a 
3. We pray so that we can live quiet lives. 2:2b 

 
C. The reason: This ensures that ministry in the city flourishes. 2:3-4 

1. Evangelism: God desires that people be saved.  
2. Discipleship: God desires that people be discipled.  

 
D. The confidence: Jesus is the ultimate spiritual authority for all peoples. 2:5-7 

1. Christianity provides a unique worldview: one God. 2:5a 
2. Christianity provides a unique savior: the God-man. 2:5b 
3. Christianity provides a unique solution: ransom! 2:6-7 
4. Christianity provides a universal application. 2:7 
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Prayer and the City  

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What circumstances brought you to Bartlesville? Describe your first impressions and emotions 

during your first few days in our city.  

 

2. Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ 

share specific examples.  

 

3. Think for a moment about the fact that you have been strategically placed in our city by God 

himself. Share two ways you have made a difference or desire to make a difference in our 

community.   

 

4. Is it possible to change our city through prayer? Give two reasons why or why not.  

 

5. As you think of the culture of our community, what areas do you see as requiring the most 

prayer?  

 

6. 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎƻŀƭΚ ! 

community goal?    Please explain why or why not.  

 

 

7. Do you believe the culture of our city reflects that Jesus is the supreme spiritual authority, or 

does it coincide with the general world view that Jesus is one of several ways to be saved?  

 

 

8. Commit to pray for two specific aspects of our community, and think of one way that you can 

ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ  
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Announcements 
Walk This Way Community Event ς September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park 

Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ς September 20, 2008  

DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs 

The Externally Focused Church ς companion book to the series 

Memory Verse 
Matthew 9:37-оуάΧ ¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿΦ  !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƻ 

sŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŦƛŜƭŘΦέ  

4ÈÅ 4ÈÉÎÇÓ 4ÈÁÔ "ÒÅÁË 'ÏÄȭÓ (ÅÁÒÔ 
Read Jonah 4.  In 1947, Bob Pierce was touring mainland China as an evangelist. After one of his services, a 

distraught mother pushed her way through the surrounding crowd, carrying in her arms her starving infant 

daughter, White Jade. She thrust the baby into his arms and disappeared. Pierce dug into his own pockets and 

gave money to help a missionary buy food for the child. After that experience, he was never the same. Three 

years later he founded the organization knows as World Vision, which is still helping millions of people 

ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ мфрмΣ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ .ƛōƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфтуΣ ά[Ŝǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 

be broken with the things that break the heaǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ WƻƴŀƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ .ƻō tƛŜǊŎŜΥ {ƘƻǳƭŘ L ƴƻǘ 

ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƛǘȅΚέόпΥммύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ мнлΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ bƛƴŜǾŜƘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƭŜŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

right, right from wrong, up from down. They were utterly lost and confused, like sheep without a shepherd. 

And they were people ς ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǾƛƴŜΗ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜōǳƪŜ ǘƻ WƻƴŀƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ WƻƴŀƘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘed Jonah ς and us ς to share his 

great and expansive love with others, even through our prayers. 

American newspapers have a formula to gauge reader interest in stories: 10,000 dead in Nepal= 100 dead in 

Wales = 10 dead on the other side of the country = 1 ŘŜŀŘ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 

our emotional playing field ς or praying field ς and pray for more than our own peace and satisfaction. What 

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ Χ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ 

DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƴŀƘ Ŧƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƭȅ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƎ ŦƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

{ƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ1 

 

Pray 
ά[Ŝǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ό.ƻō tƛŜǊŎŜύ 

                                                           
1
 NIV Prayer Devotional Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004, p. 1985. 
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A Healthy Heart for Outreach 
Five Vital Signs, John 11:1-44 

 

To reach out to others, your own heart and soul should be healthy. Consider 5 key indicators. 
 

You feel deep emotion. A healthy heart feels emotions deeply. It can be touched by joy, pain, anger, gratitude, 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΣ άWŀƛǊǳǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ мм ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
believers in our congregation invited scores of their seeking friends. The musical exceeded our expectations, 
but the process was hard on many of us. It had many incredible moments, but I had trouble feeling them. My 
heart was numb. 

How is your capacity to feel deep emotion these days?  High  Medium  Low 
 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ The leading cause of regret is failure to seize the day. So many of us miss out on 
the wonder and potential of simple, everyday moments. This is especially true in relationships. When our 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƘǳǊǊȅ 
that we are unable to be fully present. We cultivate the ability to truly listen to people we minister to.  
wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƪƛƳƳƛƴƎΚ Iƻǿ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ 
moments have you been in recent days?  High  Medium  Low 

You enjoy spontaneity.  A healthy heart has the capacity to laugh, to welcome the unexpected, the out-of-the-
ordinary. A really healthy heart initiates spontaneous fun moments, spreading joy to others. Jesus described 
the kingdom life as one of joy and abundance, not as a burden that weighs us down. We are in bad shape 
when we cannot laugh from the gut, play like a child, and simply let go. 
{ƻ ƘƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΚ  High  Medium  Low 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ hurting. Over time, our hearts, which once burned with passion for the seekers 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƘŀǊŘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŜƴŜǘǊŀōƭŜΦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾƛƴƎΦέ ! ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘŜŀrt can weep for those who do not yet know 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ! ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ  
How loving is your heart these days?  High  Medium  Low 

¸ƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎǎΦ  There is one thing I hope I never get over as long as I live: the truth that the 
awesome Creator of the universe is choosing to speak to meτnot just once in a blue moon, but most of the 
time! Sometimes he ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƛƴ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ 
wants to give me an idea. Sometimes he just wants me to remember I am treasured. I shudder to think how 
many messages I have missed by not listening. 
How mindful is your heart these days of the presence of Godτare you quick to listen? How is your hearing? 

   High  Medium  Low 

τNANCY BEACH 
 
 

Discuss 
1. Which of your answers surprised you? Why? 
2. What adjustments can you make to become more open to the lost and hurting? 
3. What are some ways we can help each other find joy in our outreach to people? 
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