A Small Group Series

By Rod Macllvaine

Study Guide: Week One
Prayer and the City

Copyright 2008 by Rod Macllvaine



God of this City: Week One

Main Idea: Throughout the Bible, God reveals special concern for cities. And his plan for reaching them relies

Prayer and the City

1 Timothy 2:1-9; Matthew 9:34-38 and others

on prayer for two groups: leaders and servers.

1.

The plan ¢ God has a special plan to reach cities; he leads people to
cities in unusual ways.

A. Introduction: Cities in the ancient world were different but similar to cities today.

B. God loves the city, because he sees the needs of people within it. Jonah 4:11; Luke 19:41-42
C. God reaches cities by placing his exiles there. Jeremiah 29:4-7

D. God reaches cities as his exiles identify with the culture. Acts 19:1-41

E. God is doing hidden things in cities, and we have to embrace this by faith. Acts 16:9-10; 13
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the leaders of the cities. 1 Timothy 2:1-8

A. The context: Timothy is living in Ephesus.
1. What Ephesus was like.
2. The particular challenges Timothy faced. Rev. 2:1-6
B. The command: Pray for the leadership of the region in which you live.
1. We pray with unity. 2:8
2. We pray for the different strata of leaders. 2:1-2a
3. We pray so that we can live quiet lives. 2:2b
C. The reason: This ensures that ministry in the city flourishes. 2:3-4
1. Evangelism: God desires that people be saved.
2. Discipleship: God desires that people be discipled.
D. The confidence: Jesus is the ultimate spiritual authority for all peoples. 2:5-7
1. Christianity provides a unique worldview: one God. 2:5a
2 Christianity provides a unique savior: the God-man. 2:5b
3. Christianity provides a unique solution: ransom! 2:6-7
4 Christianity provides a universal application. 2:7
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God of this City: Week One

Prayer and the City

Discussion Questions

1. What circumstances brought you to Bartlesville? Describe your first impressions and emotions
during your first few days in our city.
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share specific examples.

3. Think for a moment about the fact that you have been strategically placed in our city by God

himself. Share two ways you have made a difference or desire to make a difference in our
community.

4. Isit possible to change our city through prayer? Give two reasons why or why not.

5. As you think of the culture of our community, what areas do you see as requiring the most
prayer?
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community goal? Please explain why or why not.

7. Do you believe the culture of our city reflects that Jesus is the supreme spiritual authority, or
does it coincide with the general world view that Jesus is one of several ways to be saved?

8. Commit to pray for two specific aspects of our community, and think of one way that you can
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God of this City: Week One

Announcements
Walk This Way Community Event ¢ September 13-14, 2008 at Douglas Park
Bartlesville Mid-High Service Project ¢ September 20, 2008
DeedsforNeeds.com website for community needs
The Externally Focused Church ¢ companion book to the series

Memory Verse
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Read Jonah 4. In 1947, Bob Pierce was touring mainland China as an evangelist. After one of his services, a

distraught mother pushed her way through the surrounding crowd, carrying in her arms her starving infant

daughter, White Jade. She thrust the baby into his arms and disappeared. Pierce dug into his own pockets and

gave money to help a missionary buy food for the child. After that experience, he was never the same. Three

years later he founded the organization knows as World Vision, which is still helping millions of people
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right, right from wrong, up from down. They were utterly lost and confused, like sheep without a shepherd.
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great and expansive love with others, even through our prayers.
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our emotional playing field ¢ or praying field ¢ and pray for more than our own peace and satisfaction. What
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NIV Prayer Devotional Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004, p. 1985.



God of this City: Week One

A Healthy Heart for Outreach

Five Vital Signs, John 11:1-44

To reach out to others, your own heart and soul should be healthy. Consider 5 key indicators.

You feel deep emotion. A healthy heart feels emotions deeply. It can be touched by joy, pain, anger, gratitude,
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believers in our congregation invited scores of their seeking friends. The musical exceeded our expectations,

but the process was hard on many of us. It had many incredible moments, but | had trouble feeling them. My

heart was numb.

How is your capacity to feel deep emotion these days? High Medium Low

. 2dzQNB YA Y R T leading cau¥e dfYegraf i§ faildre to seize the day. So many of us miss out on

the wonder and potential of simple, everyday moments. This is especially true in relationships. When our
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that we are unable to be fully present. We cultivate the ability to truly listen to people we minister to.
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moments have you been in recent days? High Medium Low

You enjoy spontaneity. A healthy heart has the capacity to laugh, to welcome the unexpected, the out-of-the-
ordinary. A really healthy heart initiates spontaneous fun moments, spreading joy to others. Jesus described
the kingdom life as one of joy and abundance, not as a burden that weighs us down. We are in bad shape
when we cannot laugh from the gut, play like a child, and simply let go.
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How loving is your heart these days? High Medium Low
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awesome Creator of the universe is choosing to speak to meT not just once in a blue moon, but most of the
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wants to give me an idea. Sometimes he just wants me to remember | am treasured. | shudder to think how

many messages | have missed by not listening.

How mindful is your heart these days of the presence of Godt are you quick to listen? How is your hearing?

High Medium Low
T NANCY BEACH

Discuss

1. Which of your answers surprised you? Why?

2. What adjustments can you make to become more open to the lost and hurting?
3. What are some ways we can help each other find joy in our outreach to people?

From BUILDING CHURCH LEADERS, published by LEADERSHIP Resources © 2000 Christianity Today Intl



